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illustrated. 1901 edition. Excerpt: . . . of Christ were the sole content of religion; assent to dogmas, the external
works of holiness, the whole worldly organisation of Church life, appeared to be matters of indifference and
even hindrances: the believing soul demands only the freedom of its own religious life, --a demand that
transcends all these outward works. This was the inner source of the Reformation. Luther himself had not only
searched Augustine, he had also edited the German The-ljyy and his word let loose the storm of this religious
longing, witli which, in the conflict against Rome, an impulse of national independence was also mingled. Hut
when the Protestant State Church became again consolidated in the fixed forms of a theoretical system of
doctrine, and clung to this the more anxiously in proportion as it was obliged to struggle for its existence in the
strife of Confessions, then the supra-confes-sional impulse of Mysticism became undeceived, as did also the
national consciousness. The theological fixation of the thought of the Reformation appeared as its ruin, and as
Luther had once waged his warfare against the sophistry of the Scholastics, so now a movement of Mysticism
that was quietly stirring farther and wider among the people, directed itself against his own creation. In men
like Ositmder and Schtcenckftlfl he had to contend against parts of his own nature and its development. But in
this movement it became evident that the doctrines of mediaeval Mysticism had been quietly maintained and
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