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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: .wh ch must follow the effort to continue menialism. Our boys ought also
to be taught the use of the needle. It is not unmanly to use it as a tailor, or as a soldier, or seaman. Unmarried
men, and sometimes those who are married, need the ability to take better care of their clothes, than they can
in their present circumstances. Skill in manipulating carpenters tools, ought also to be taught. Scientific
applications of machinery are fast changing the character of many of the arts, so that the final process of
construction will only require the exercise of common sense, combined with some skill in the use of tools. Ready
planed boards, mouldings, brackets, and various descriptions of turned work, are already available for the
construction of fences, screens, trellises, arbors, hotbeds, etc., which are now dispensed with, for lack of skill to
make them, or the expense of hiring mechanical labor. The ordinary demands of a household call for this
training. The condition of the locks, knobs, doors, windows, blinds, outhouses, etc., of the dwellings of the
American middle classes, is, as a whole, scandalous. The influence upon character, health, and thrift, of a
reform in these matters, is enough to warrant the incorporation of this idea upon our school system, even
though nothing but chips and shavings were made in the course of instruction. Some portions of this training
ought to begin earlier in life than the adult evening schools. Our lads incline...
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