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Description of Meterological Instruments and River Flood Predictions in the United States Persons interested in
the weather, and in a position to examine the weather-maps from day to day, would do well to learn the
methods of making predictions, and be able to draw conclusions in regard to the coming weather and to
determine to what extent such conclusions are trustworthy. It is the aim of this book to be of use to such
persons, and show in what cases useful forecasts of weather are possible. The method is based mainly on
statistics of the observed condition of the air as to pressure, temperature, and humidity of particular types and
the weather following twenty-four hours or more aDer the occurrence of the type. A short account of floods is
here given, and the methods of predicting river heights for some points along the lower Mississippi River and its
tributaries. The various forms of meteorological instruments are described with reference to the principles
involved in their construction. A general view is here taken of all the knowledge relating to the air commonly
known as the science of meteorology. Climatology, or the treatment of weather statistically by average values,
is only treated of in its broad, general features. Almost everything that is considered to be of interest in relation
to the weather is here given. The principal weather changes are described as they occur in various parts of the
world in diEerent seasons on land and sea, and their causes narrated as far as known. A collection of facts is
given useful in forming a conception of the phenomena of the...
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