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not doing it. And the result of a rule to show cause, or an
alternative mandamus, are about the same, as in either case, if
the relator shows a legal right to have the act done, and the
defendant does not show a valid excuse for not doing it, a
peremptory writ will issue directing the defendant to do the act
in question, and to which the defendant can only return a
certificate of compliance, or that the writ improvidently issued
State v. County Judge, 12 Iowa, 237; Weber v. Zimmermann, 23
Md. 45), or that it commands the doing of an illegal act (Everitt
v. The People, 1 Caines N. Y., 8), or one that is impossible. Regi.na
v. Ambergate, 1 El. BL 381; Regina v. London, etc., R. R. Co., 16
Add. El. (N. S.) 884. In such cases, the remedy is...
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