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Summary of Findings Women owned over 5. 4 million of all U. S. nonfarm busi-INDUSTRY CHARACTERISTICS
nesses in 1997, employing almost 7. 1 million persons and Seventy-two percent of women-owned firms operated
generating 818. 7 billion in business revenues. In 1997, as a service or in retail trade. Within retail, women are
par-women-owned firms accounted for 26. 0 percent of all ticularly concentrated in miscellaneous retail stores
(e. g., nonfarm businesses in the United States, 6. 8 percent of book; jewelry; and sporting goods ), where they
own 41. 4 their employment and 4. 4 percent of their receipts. percent of all such U. S. firms and account for 9.0
percent Excluding businesses with publicly held stock whose own-of gross receipts, and in apparel and
accessory stores with ership was indeterminate relative to gender, race or eth-42. 5 percent of all U. S. firms and
7. 6 percent of gross nicity, and nonprofit, foreign-owned and mutual compa-receipts. nies, women-owned
firms accounted for 26. 5 percent of Sixty-four percent of the receipts generated by women-the nonfarm
businesses in the United States and 9. 8 per-owned firms were concentrated in retail and wholesale cent of their
receipts. trade, and services. Automotive dealers, gasoline service The data in this report were collected as part
of the stations, and miscellaneous retail stores accounted for 1997 Economic Census from a large sample of...
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