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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .which preceded the last there were men who began to have what we
should call a sense of logical connection in physical reasoning. In the preface to Rohault s Natural Philosophy,
the English edition of which appeared in 1729, are some keen and discriminating comments upon what was
then considered as logical and sufficient among the schoolmen. The writer says: --Address delivered before The
Academy of Science of St. Louis, October 21, 1901. If you ask a ploughman why it is that the loadstone attracts
iron, he will tell you that he does not know. If you ask of the schoolman he will tell you that it is by reason of an
occult property which the loadstone possesses. Now this, as the writer goes on to say, is to say the same that the
ploughman said, but in language which might delude the ignorant into the belief that the thing has been
explained. During the last century and particularly during the latter half, the opposition to the intellectual
freedom which the man of science demands, has practically ceased. The socalled scientific method has found
its way into the intellectual workshops of all who make pretense to scholarly attainment. In its promise of future
good this is the great achievement of the past century. When we come to sum up the results of scientific study in
physics, it is impossible to do more than to briefly allude to the broader outlines. There is one result which is...
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