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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1872 Excerpt: .may still lay claim to the praise of ingenuity; the idea however was
borrowed from the Italian, and it has since been exhibited with very considerable improvements both in French
and English, especially in Ben Johnsa s/celebrated song, Tell me where was fancy bred? Two or three stanzas
may bear quotation. Where wert thou born, Desire? In pomp and pride of May. By whom, sweet boy, wert thou
begot? By Fond Conceit, men say. Tell me who was thy nurse? Fresh Youth in sugred joy, What was thy meat
and daily food? Sad sighs with great annoy. What hadst thou then to drink? Unsavoury lover s tears. What
cradle wert thou rocked in? In hope devoid of fears, c. In the chilvarous exercises of the tilt and tournament the
earl of Oxford had few superiors: he was victor in the jousts both of this year and of the year 1580, and on the
latter occasion he was led by two ladies into the presence chamber, armed as he was, to receive a prize from
her majesty s own hand. A erwards, by gross misconduct, he incurred from his sovereign a disgrace equally
public; being committed to the Tower for an attempt on one of her maids of honor. In other circumstances his
lawless propensities broke out with a violence which Elizabeth herself was scarcely able to restrain. On one
occasion he openly mustered his friends, retainers, and servants, to take vengeance on Sir Thomas Knevit, by
whom he...
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